IDS         THE EFFECT OF THE RELIGIOUS CHANGES OF

tarianism which was to gather strength during the next century
and a half till it had succeeded in ousting all other philosophies.
Marchmont Needham, pleading the case of the Commonwealth
government, appeals frankly to appetite and convenience, 'the
greater part of the world being led more by the Appetites of
Convenience and Commodity than the dictates of Conscience'.
Another pamphleteer anticipates the famous 'pleasure-pain'
theory. It is wrong, he says, to allow religion to interfere with
the deeply engrained human instinct to follow pleasure and
avoid pain. Tor, as the sense of pleasure and enjoyment was
implanted as well to witness God's bounty as to provoke us
to gratitude; therefore unnecessarily to abate man's pleasure is
to abate God's glory.' When applied specifically to economic
matters the doctrines of utility and reason made rapid strides.
In this sphere they had been tacitly accepted for some time,
and here they were most at home. Joseph Lee, minister of
the Gospel though he was, had no hesitation in making use of
them when discussing the vexed question of enclosure.

Why is not God's glory our end? Forsooth because we aim at our
own gain and advancement of our estates. Are these two ends always
incompatible? . .. Do not tradesmen in following their vocations aim
at their own advantage, do none of them glorify God thereby? . . ,
But why do I speak of earthly things, do not the Saints in all their
doings and sufferings for God aim both at God's glory and their own
advantage, viz., the salvation of their souls?

Another writer, who had prepared suggestions for an experi-
ment in the fishing trade, insisted that men would not be satis-
fied until:

the affairs of this nation shall be so happily ordered as that every
private man may see the public strength and his own safety in it
consisting in and extracted out of his own private happiness and
plenty, and those in the first place provided for, and the means of
that strength to be no other than such as himself voluntarily seeks
and submits to. And that all the other present great pressures on
private estates be taken off.

Under the Commonwealth, the apostles of a mechanistic,
common-sense view of society wrote with a sense of the need